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annas, not landed property, not even education, but honest labour.
Thus the Soviet Congress is a workers' Congress. The philo-
sophers, the professors, and all others must do some labour. What
form that labour takes, I do not know. As I gave it only a few
minutes, even if the information is to be found in the booklet,
it has escaped me. The important and relevant fact is that every
voter has to show sound work. My proposal therefore that
everyone henceforth who desires to belong to the Congress
organization should have some labour for the nation to his credit
is neither original nor ridiculous* Seeing that a great nation has
accepted before us the formula, we need not be ashamed of copy-
ing it. Labour given for only a few minutes per day to be
fruitful must be of the same kind for the millions. And there is
nothing but hand-spinning which can be made universal in a big
country like ours*
But it has been urged that my proposal is not a mere labour
proposal; it surreptitiously raises the pecuniary qualification. No
matter how fine the yarn may be, the quantity for the year can
never be brought down so low as to cost four annas. But the
critics forget, that I have said in the article in which I sketched
the proposal, that those who cannot afford1 cotton should have it
given to them by the Provincial Congress Committees, so that the
free gift of cotton would be under my plan a donation, not a
subscription. Experience shows that it is perfectly possible for
thousands to find sufficient cotton to spin 24,000 yards per year.
The total of those who have sent their yarn to the All-India
Khaddar Board is nearly five thousand. They have not asked
for cotton from the Khaddar Board, It is possible that some pro-
vinces have made arrangements for supplying spinners with
cotton. If they have done so, there is nothing improper about
it* For the chief thing is the labour for half an hour. The nation
is not dying for want of raw products, but it is dying for want of
labour and minimum skill. My proposal seems to jar, because \ve
have not been used to toil with our hands and find it difficult to
appreciate the possibilities of a whole nation voluntarily giving
half an hour's labour to a single national necessity. Surely there
is nothing immoral about my proposal. There is nothing in it
that can come to conflict with anybody's conscience. There is
nothing Herculean about it. Indeed, half an hour's easy labour
is too insignificant to become exacting for the most industrious
worker. The most, therefore, that can be urged against the
*The source has "give". But z&fc "The Realities*', 11-9-1924, p. 123.